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Delivering Medical Assistance Along the Gulf Coast
“Nobody else will take you if you don’t have health insurance -
they turn you down.” Sharon, a cook in a seafood restaurant, sums
up the personal health care crisis for thousands of families in the
Gulf Coast region still affected by Hurricane Katrina. Since 2005,
Sharon and her family, along with so many other victims, have
struggled in the wake of the disaster, followed by the financial
crisis and the massive BP oil spill.

Sharon, right, receives special care from her nurse at Coastal Family
Health Center in Biloxi, MS, one of over 200 health clinics AmeriCares
supports with medical assistance.

Fortunately Sharon, diagnosed with both high blood pressure
and high cholesterol, receives quality health care and free
medications from the AmeriCares-supported Coastal Family
Health Center in Biloxi, Mississippi. As Sharon said, “Without
the clinic, I don’t know what I would do.”

Since the first days of our Hurricane Katrina relief efforts,
AmeriCares has partnered with local organizations to provide
health care and support for community volunteer projects.
Wherever we could make a difference — from child immunization
to dental care — we have helped fill gaps throughout the Gulf
region. And as long as we are needed, AmeriCares will continue
to help Sharon and countless others who had their lives swept
away by the hurricane or seriously damaged by the man-made
disasters that followed.

Thanks to a generous outpouring of support from donors
across the country, AmeriCares provided $11 million in
medicines, medical supplies and other disaster relief within

the first year after Hurricane Katrina. We also provided

$12.3 million in grants to support health care initiatives and
other community rebuilding projects to aid people in Louisiana,
Mississippi and Texas.

Building Lasting Partnerships Across the U.S.

Our disaster relief work along the Gulf Coast enabled us to
build upon our experience in the region and expand programs that
help increase access to health services across the United States.

AmeriCares delivers ongoing shipments of medicines and
medical supplies to a network of more than 200 health care
partners serving uninsured and underinsured Americans; and our
Patient Assistance Program provides free prescription medications,
including medicines for people living with chronic conditions, such
as diabetes and hypertension. Since 2005, we have delivered more
than $105 million in medical assistance throughout the country.
As demand for health services grows and clinic resources shrink,
AmeriCares will continue its deliveries of aid right here
at home.

Responding to the Oil Spill

AmeriCares relationships with community-based health care
groups in Louisiana and Mississippi have served as a foundation
for our oil spill relief efforts. Since the April 20 disaster,
AmeriCares has delivered more than $270,000 worth of medicines
and supplies to 11 Gulf Coast clinics serving the poor and
uninsured, including the Biloxi clinic.

Today, the economic damage to three major industries — oil,
tourism and fishing — from the recession and oil spill disaster,
compounded by the losses from Hurricane Katrina, has added
another burden to people who fight daily for economic survival.
The need for mental health services spike in the aftermath of
major crises.

“Mental illness is a silent killer and contributes to serious loss
of life due to suicide, domestic violence and substance abuse,”
AmeriCares Medical Director, Dr. Frank Bia, said. “Combine
psychological trauma and emotional stress with untreated chronic
health conditions, such as diabetes or high blood pressure, and the
consequences of lost access to primary health care multiply.”
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The Johnsons are among the many people AmeriCares helps with
deliveries of medicines to health clinics along the Gulf Coast in response
to the oil spill.

AmeriCares Commitment Here at Home

Health care access remains a focus of AmeriCares work across

the U.S. Since many families do not have health insurance to pay
for primary or specialty care, including mental health services,
AmeriCares is funding mental health assessments and counseling to
help identify and treat anxiety and depression, as well as increasing
deliveries of mental health medicines. As long as there are people
in need in the U.S., AmeriCares will continue its deliveries of
medicines, medical supplies and support services.
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AmeriCares Hurricane Katrina Program Highlights
At the five-year mark, AmeriCares impact on communities across the Gulf Coast is tangible and lasting. The care and generosity of
our donors is reflected in this cross section of programs that have made a difference in helping communities rebuild:

AmeriCares Hurricane Katrina Grant Support

Hurricane Katrina Grants
5 Year Total: $12,392,429

[ Civic & Community Programs: $4,942,138
] Education: $500,000
[ Health & Human Services: $6,950,291
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